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extent, while on its western slopes, where crystalline rocks again
appear, there are many fertile districts suitable for orchards and
vineyards. Great efforts have been made within recent years to
improve the economic conditions of the Spessart, and Aschaffen-
burg, its chief town, now has numerous timber and paper mills,
breweries, ironworks, and factories for ready-made clothing. The
greater part of the Hardt is forested, but in the west and centre of
the Bavarian Palatinate there are considerable stretches of arable
and pastoral land. Pirmasens is one of the most important boot-
making towns in Germany, and there are various textile industries
at Kaiserslautem and elsewhere.
THE SWABIAN AND FRANCONIAN JURA are not capable of great
economic development. The limestone, which covers the upland
region, provides but a scanty soil, and agriculture is confined in the
main to pastoral farming, except in the valleys where fertile soil
and favourable climate permit the cultivation of cereals and fruit.
At Solnhofen, about forty-five miles south of Niirnberg, lithographic
stones are obtained from a species of compact limestone which is
found there, and, although the industry is relatively a small one,
it supplies the world with all its best stones. Iron ore is worked in
the Franconian Jura, notably at Hollfeld, east of Bamberg, where
considerable quantities have been mined within recent years.
THE SOUTH-CENTRAL SCARPLANDS. In this region, which corre-
sponds somewhat roughly to the basins of the Neckar and the
Main, the different members of the Triassic rocks appear in succes-
sion. The Bunter sandstone of the Spessart, of the eastern slopes of
the Odenwald, and of the north and east of the Black Forest, is
replaced over a great part of Lower Franconia, north-east Baden,
and northern Wiirttemberg by the muschelkalk, which in turn dis-
appears before the Keuper marls of Upper and Middle Franconia
and central Wiirttemberg. A belt of Lias separates these marls
from the limestone of the Swabian and Franconian Jura.
As in other parts of Germany, the Bunter sandstone is generally
forest-covered. Except in the valleys the muschelkalk does not,
as a role, weather down into a very productive soil, but its
uplands provide good pasture land, and on the slopes of many of the
deep valleys by which it is dissected the vine is extensively grown,
as is the case around Wiirzburg. But the best soils are found
upon the Keuper marls, which have given rise to the agriculture